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deavouriug to keep the Unity of the Spirit 
in the Bond of Peace. 


ee the firſt Verſe of this Chapter, St. Paul 
does, in a very pathetical manner, exhort us 
to walk wort our Common Faith and 
W Profeſſion. I therefore, ſays he, the Priſoner 
MER of the Lord, i. e. I who for Conſcience to- 
N J wards G 0 o, am contented to be ſo _ a 
F ufferer in the Cauſe of Chriſtianity, 'to 
Confirm and Strengthen you in your Holy 
rofeſſion, and to ſet you an Example of Chriſtian Cou 
d Perſeverance; I, the Priſoner of the Lord, beſeech you, that 
valk worthy of the Vocation wherewith you are called. In which 
Fords, he does repreſent to us both the extraordinary Ex- 
lency of the Chriſtian' Taftitution, and the diffuſive and 
upetual Influence it ought to have upon the Lives of Men. 
ir to. walk worthy of our Vocation, is to Live in a conſtant 
leſion of that Faith, and in an habitual Exerciſe of all 
Wile Graces and Vertues which: the Chriſtian Religion has 
Wd us to. And from this Conſideration of our being of 
« ſame Vocation; that is, of our having the fame Laws and' 
akte to. be govern'd and direfted by, he proceeds very 
naturally 
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naturally to this Exhortation to Unity, as a Grace that dos 
mightily tend both to the mutual Edification of Chriſtians 


and alſo to the Converſion of thoſe that are not ſo : For which 


two Things, it becomes all that name the Name of Chrif 
to have a ſerious and a moſt affectionate Concern. And be 
cauſe in Human Societies, it is impoſſible that Unity ſhout 
be maintain'd without a mutual Forbearance and Condeſcen 
on in ſome Things; and impoſſible too, that ſuch Forbeat 
ance ſhou'd be praQtis'd amongſt Men of a proud and froward 
and angry Temper ; St. Paul does here premiſe this carne 
Exhortation to Lowlyneſs, and. Meekneſs, and Long-ſuffer 
ing, and Forbearance of one another, as it were to prepan 
and qualifie us for that Unity which he was about - to: recom 
mend. I beſeech you, ſays he, that ye walk worthy of the Vocati 
wherewith ye are called; with all Lowlyneſs and Meekneſs, with Lox 
ſuffering, forbearing one another in Love. AreN-¾§oʒ? Ren ts dyd 
i. e. for bearing one another in Chriſtian Love and Charity 
For generally in the New Teſtament, and certainly in this plac 
this Word 4y71 is to be taken in the ſenſe of Chriſtian Lone 
and Charity, | 


AN p this I take notice of, becauſe from hence I wou' 
Obſerve to you, That as, in theſe Words, all ſuch Forbear 
ance. as is conſiſtent with Chriſtian Love and Charity is cer 
tainly enjoyn'd ; ſo, on the contrary, all ſuch Forbearance a 
is inconſiſtent with Chriſtian Charity, rightly underſtood, 1 
plainly reſtrain'd and forbidden. And conſequently nothing 
can be argued from theſe Words in Favour, and much les i 
Juſtification; of an Unlimited Toleration. For then it mig 
be lawful for us to exerciſe this Forbearance in ſuch mann 
as wou'd be deſtructive of the Chriſtian Religion, and incon 
| ſiſtent with that Love and Charity which we ought to havelo 
the Souls of Men. But now if ſuch a Forbearance as this 1s c 
rectly Anti-chriſtian, it muſt by no means be allow'd to d 
rive itſelf ſrom any Chriſtian Principle; and conſequently, 
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rot be ſuch a Forbearance as is here recommended by 
„el, a forbearing one another in Love, that is, in Chriſti- 
love and Charity. Nor is it at all to the purpoſe of Uni- 
o be preſſing the Duties of Meekneſs and Forbearance in 
other manner than this. Ty, 5 E ee 
0 LET us therefore take the Rule and the Exceptions toge- 
n that fo we may rightly underſtand, and fitly apply theſe 
Jords of the Apoſtle, and that in order to what he does imme- 
utely ſubjoyn, the endeavouring to keep the Unity of the Spirit, 
the Bond of Peace. 

[x Diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall do theſe Three 


UWNgS. 


|. Firſt. I ſhall Obſerve to you, That the Unity here | 
recommended to us, is a Unity in Spiritual Things. | 


Il. Secondly, That the Foundation of this Unity, is 
already layd ; and ſo layd, that it muſt remain for 
ever fx d and unalterable. 


"Will. Thirdly and Laſtly, 1 ball endeavour to Ex- 
cer plain our Obligations to this Duty of Endeavouring 
e to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace. i 


hing 
nig nf they, THAT the Unity here Recommended to us, is 
inne mon in Spiritual Thin 


8. 
con nd here it may be fel) remark'd, that this Word Union 
ve fol [erm of Relation; fo that naturally, the firſt Enquiry to 
is Made, is, What it is that we are related to? Or, to ſtick to 
o e braſe of the Text, What it is that we are to be United 
And for the clearing of this Point, I think we have ſuf- 
annd | ficient 
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ficient Inſtruction in the Words immediately following th 
Text: Where St. Paul, after having exhorted us, in the fich 
Verſe of this Chapter, to walk worthy of our. Vocation,, does non 
more particularly explain to us the Senſe and "Compaſs of thi 
Expreſſion: There is, ſays he, one Body, and one Spirit, even 4 
ye are called in one Hope of your Calling. Ons Lord, one Fanh, a 
Baptiſm, one God and Father of all, who is above att, and thruy 
all, and in you all, Now if it is incumbent upon us to wal 
worthy of our Calling and Profeſſion; and if the Sum: 
Subſtance of this Calling and Profeſſion is this: Why the 
certainly, it cannot but appear to be neceſſary that we ſhoy 
be United to thoſe who Believe and Proſeſs after this manne 
The being of the ſame Faith or Profeſſion with any Society 
Men, neceſſarily ſuppoſing our being United to %*em in all ſud 

Things as are eſſential to this Faith or Profeſſion. And 
be thus united to the Church of Go d, that is, to the whe 
Company of True Believers, how ſoever diſtreſs'd or difpers 
over the Face of the whole Earth, is that which makes 
Members of that Myſtical Body of which Chriſt is the He: 
Now this, I fay, is a Union in Spiritual Things; and I 
ſo, becauſe the Things which are the Ground and Foundati 
of this Union, are Things of a Spiritual Nature, ſuch as 
viſibly tend to ſome Spiritual End. 4 
Bur now in ſaying this, I wou'd not be thought to me 
that Church Union is only neceſſary to be maintain'd in ſ 
Things as are ſtrictly, and in their own Nature Spiritual. | 
tho? the Reaſons that move and induce me to be United to 
Church, are Things of a Spiritual Conſideration ; yet 
Church” itſelf, to which Tam to be united, being a Vi 
Society of Men, cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt withont Rule and 
der, no more than any other Society of Men can be ſupp 
to do. And therefore, to talk of being a Member © 
Church without agreeing to all ſuch Things as are N eceſſa 
the Subſiſtence of à Church, is a very unreaſonable Thing 
Ad my aſſerting the Neceſſity of our being _ to 
pit 


- + iq oe 4 a * 


9 ** 6363 - + wid. 44 
— — 


St. PAUL CATHEDR AL. 7 


Spiritual Society, which we call the Church, in ſuch Points of 
Order and Diſcipline as are Neceſſary to the ſubſiſtence of a 
Church, tho? ſtrictly and in their own Nature, they are not 
ritual Things; This Aſſertion, I ſay, is no way contrary 


rcommended in the Text, is a Union in Spiritual Things. Be- 
auſe fuch Matters of Order and Diſcipline, tho' in themſelves 
they are not of a Spiritual Nature, yet they are evidently ne- 
ary in Ordine 4d Spiritualia; nor can the ſanity of Reli- 
rous Worſhip be maintain'd and eſtahliſh'd without 'em. 
Ano this indeed is a Truth that meets with little or no Op- 
vſition, but from the Proſane and the Licentious, from thoſe 
vo ſeparate themſelves from all Religious Aſſemblies, as well 
s from the Eſtabliſh'd Church. For amongſt ſuch Chriſti- 
us as have any ſerious Senſe of Religious Duties, the Diſpute 
not, Whether any Order is neceſſary ; but whether any 
lules of Order and Diſcipline ought to be particularly Ap- 
winted, and Impos'd upon the Body of true Believers as Mat- 
ters of neceſſary Duty : Whether there is not a Right in all 
Chriſtian Aſſemblies, of Judging for themſelves as to all Points 
Decency and Edification ; | — or not uſing ſuch par- 
cular Modes, and Circumſtantial Forms of Religious Wor- 
hip, as are neither Enjoyn'd nor Forbidden by GD. 
Now, as to the Appointment of particular Rules of Order 
nd Diſcipline in the Church of Go p; tho? the Directions we 
are in Scripture as to this Matter, are, for the moſt part, con- 
ed in general Terms; fuitable to the State and Condition 
a Church here Militant upon Earth; which the Providence 
o o foreſaw, wou'd in different Times, and under diffe- 
nt Circumſtances, be ſubject to different Exigencies, and 
vt always able to exerciſe the ſame External Power, and to 


J. l 
et 
VI 
nd 


1 
0 eſerve the ſame Outward Regimen and Oeconomy ; tho, I 
ar theſe directions deliver'd to us by the Apoſtles of Chriſt, are 
I | this Reaſon, conceiv*d in general Terms; yet from the ve- 
ro WM khraſe and Expreſſion in which theſe general Rules of _ 

| | | = 


pin 


what I had before affirm'd: to wit, That the Unity hete 
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der and Decency are exlubited to us, we are naturally led t 
think, that every thing of this kind was, as need ſhould 
uire, to be introduc'd and ſettled in the Church by ſome 
pecial Appointment. Let all Things, ſays St. Paul, be done dt 
cently and in order, x7 rdfu. 1 Cor. xiv. 40. And again, in hi 
Epiſtle to Titus ; For this Cauſe, ſays he, left I thee in Crete, 
that thou mighteſt ſet in order the Things that are wanting 
ivz Te M6T0]4 omdtoghocy. Words that do abundantly ſignify (1 
us, that Titus was inveſted with a Diſcretionary Power as tt 
all theſe Matters. | | 
I x vain therefore do Men endeavour to perſuade themſely: 
that becauſe Decency and Order are only recommended in 
Scripꝛure in general Expreſſions, therefore we are only under 
a general Obligation to do all Things decently and in order, and 
left at liberty to determin every Man for himſelf (and perhaps 
in a way by himſelf ) what it is to ſerve Gop deceztly and in a. 
der, evonpiros xa x7 75519, SINCE (as I have already intimated tg 
you) it is evident as well from the expreſs Words of the Apo- 
ſtle, as from the Nature of the Thing, that the true Reaſon 
why the Injunctions of Decency and Order are deliver in 
general Terms, is not becauſe every Man has a Right or L- 
berty of indulging his on particular Fancy in theſe Matters; 
but becauſe, conſidering the State of the Church in this World, 
the beſt and only Proviſion that could be made, to anſwer all 
Emergencies, was to inveſt the Governors of the Church with 
a general Diſcretionary Power, as to the outward Regimen 
and Oeconomy of it, in Things not particularly rul'd and 
provided for in the Holy Scriptures ; and to charge it up- 
on their Conſciences to Act under this general Commiſhon, 
and to apply this general Rule, as might be beſt for the Ser- 
vice of God's Holy Religion, in all particular Times, and up 
on all particular Occaſions. | | 
Tux Church however, even in the midſt of a Gain-ſaying 
People, has, in theſe Matters of Order and Decency, endes: 


rour'd to accommodate Things to the Practice of the Prim: 
| | tie 
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tive Church, as far as She has been able to do ſo. And the 
zxcient Practife of the Church, however ſlightingly ſpoken of 
ngw-a-days, has, by Men fincerely Wiſe and Good, been 
generally look*d upon as the proper Rule of Decency. Tis 
tue, we have not been able to maintain the ſame godly Diſ- 
cipline with regard to great and notot1ous Sinners; but our 
Church does openly lament the want of it ; and I hope will 
never be aſham'd or afraid to do ſo. She is unfortunate be- 
yond all Example, if in ſuch Matters of Order and Decency, 
35 cannot be pretended to be grievous to Fleſh and Blood, 
Her Injunctions are ſet at nought, tho? they have been fo of- 
ten clear'd from all the odious A ſperſions that have been caſt 


der upon em; and tho? they are under the Guard and Protection 
and many Excellent Laws: And laſtly, tho? thoſe that divide 
ab rom us upon this account, have never found it poſſible ei- 


her to pay any publick Service to Gop without Order, or to 
wree amongſt themſelves in any Rules of Order and Decency, 
however different from thoſe of the Eſtabliſh'd Religion. 


To conclude this Matter in few Words : There are, I be- 
ere, two Principal Grounds of that Diſlike which ſome Peo- 
le expreſs, a great deal too freely of thoſe Rites and Cere- 
nonies which are appointed to be obſerv'd in the Eſtabliſh'd 
urch; and *tis very poſſible, that many who ſeparate from 
upon this account may not be aware of em. The 
|. is, That Men are rather apt to conſider the appointing 
f Rites and Ceremonies in the Church, as Matter of mere 


g and Privilege, than as Matter of Duty and Service; and 
*. bs raiſes Envy, and Diſguſt, and Suſpicion. Whereas, if 
ip e conſider'd the appointing Rules of Order and Decency in 


de Church, as a Duty incumbent upon Governors, (for ſuch 
certainly is) we ſhould not look upon theſe Things with 
ſes ſo full of Envy and Suſpicion; but with Reverence, and 
ith a kind of godly Approbation. 


B ANOTHER 
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Axor RHE x thing which I take to be one ground of thee. 
pricious Diſlike and Scrupuloſity of ſome Perſons: with ref 

to the Rules of Order and Decency Enjoyn'd in the Church, 
That ſuch Perſons are for the moſt part, Men that have li 
tle or no regard for the Unity of the Chriſtian Church, the 
want of which amongſt Proteſtants, is in Fact, the greateſt and 
the moſt ſucceſsful Argument imploy*d againſt us by our Ad 
verſaries of the Church of Rome, a Stumbling-block to Jens 
and Turks, and that, in ſhort, which keeps in countenang 
the moſt profane and impious Licentiouſneſs of Principles that 
ever look d the Chriſtian World in the Face. 


Wou ' p Men but ſeriouſly lay to Heart the Miſchief the 
do to the Common Cauſe of Chriſtianity by their Separation 
and how very little there is to be faid for ſeparating from 
Church which has that Soundnefs of Faith, and Purity of De 
Arine, that are the Principles and Foundation of Chriſti 
Unity, they wou'd not ſure for the ſake of ſome petty dcm 
1 a Diviſion, which perhaps, may be fa i 
us all. 


I x it be reply'd, That to preſerve Peace and Unity among 
Chriſtians, it wou'd become the Eftabliſh'd Church not 
inſiſt upon ſuch Things as are offenſive to ſome Chriſt 
ans, and are not by any pretended to be neceſſary to Eteri 
Salvation. To this, I think it is a ſufficient Anſwer, That 
maintain any Publick Exerciſe of Religion, without ſome Ru 
of Order and Decency, is utterly impoſſible ; And if to | 
mour ſome People, we ſhould lay aſide fuch Rules of Ord: 
as have been Adviſedly made, and long continu'd int 
Church, we ſhou'd not fail to give offence to many othe 


and thoſe, I believe, as Wiſe, and as Conſcientious Chriſta 11. 
as any that divide from us for ſuch Reaſons as theſe are. Wl t, 
| ; son 
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Bu r it is time for me to proceed to my Second Point 
recommended in the Text, which was to ſhew, That the 


| Foundation of this Unity is already layd, and ſo layd that it muſt 


remain for ever fix d and analterable. 


THz RE is not any Religion in the Chriſtian World 
the Profeſſors whereof do not endeavour to perſuade and en- 
courage other People of different Sentiments from theirs to 
mite with them in their Principles. Thoſe that have an ho- 
neſt ſerious Senſe of Religion, are led to do this out of pure 
Love and Charity to the Souls of Men, and out of Zeal for 
God's Glory. And thoſe whoſe Religion is only ſubſervient 
tw Worldly Ends and 2 are no leſs zealous in their Per- 
ſuaſives to Unity for the ſake of that Strength, and Security, 
and Reputation, which they hope to reap from it. The for- 
mer of theſe, may probably judge partially concerning their 
own Religion, and the Religion of thoſe that difſent from 
em. But the latter do certainly act Deceitfully, neither Cha- 
ritably with regard to Men; nor Piouſly with regard to Goo; 
but Selfiſhly, with regard only to their own Secular Ends and 


Deſigns. 


AN» therefore, that we may not be deluded by any ge- 
eral Reaſonings, and popular Encomiums upon Chriſtian 
Unity, the Holy Scripture is a Rule to us in this Matter, 
vhich is neither Partial nor Deceitful. Here we ſee what are 
the trae Foundations of Chriſtianity, and here we are taught, 
That the Principles of the Chriſtian Religion, are the proper 
bround and Foundation of Chriſtian Unity. 


As we dare not be United to thoſe who either want any 
Thing that is Eſſential to Chriſtianity ; or require any Thing . 
do be received as ſuch, merely upon their own Authority; 
© we are not ſo unreaſonable as to deſire that others ſhou'd 
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be United to us, till upon a fair Examination of Things, they 
ſhall be thro'ly ſatisfy'd, that we have all the Proper 
and Neceſſary Grounds of that Spiritual Union whieh 
St. Paul does here recommend in the Text. As we are 
perſuaded that our Saviour CHRIST did originally in. 
tend that thoſe that Believe in Him, ſhou'd live in Unity and 
godly Love, as Members of that _ whereof He is the 
Head, of that Church which is a Holy and a Catholick Church, 
ſo we believe that He has made ſufficient Proviſion for the 
maintaining this Unity among Chriſtians, We do not there 
fore preſume to alter the ancient Foundations of this Unity, 
for other Foundation. can no Man lay than that is lay d, which i 
Jeſus Chriſt. We do not take upon us to add any thing to 
that Faith which was once deliver'd to the Saints; or to aboliſh 
any Part of it; or to ſet up new Doctrines for new and {| 
fiſh Ends, in Contradiction to thoſe that are of a Primitive 
Stamp, and of an undoubted heavenly Extraction. We ar 
ſenſible that the Charge deliver'd to us in the Text, is not to 
project any New Foundations of this Spiritual Unity, but to 
preſerve the Old: For when St. Paul does exhort us, 1 i 
abril To) rreudlCr, to keep the Unity of the Spirit, he does plain. 
ly imply; that there was actually, at that Time, ſuch a ſpiti- 
tual Unity among Chriſtians : When he adds, in the next 
Verſe, i ch, iv rn, there is one Body, and one Spirit; evi 
45 you are calPd in one Hope of your Calling; one Lord, one Faith 
one Baptiſm, one God, and Father of all : He does further ſuggel 
to.us that this ſpiritual Union 1s eſtabliſh'd upon the fix'd and 
immutable Foundations of the Chriſtian Religion. So tlut 
whilſt we retain the ſame Fundamental Points of Chriftiani- 
oe we are evidently in a Capacity of keeping or preſerving 
this Unity of the Spirit. And thoſe who either obſtruct it, by 
a defective Charity; or prevent it, by a deſective Faith; 0 
by impoſing ſinful or unneceſſary Terms; or by aſſerting 
unwarrantable Methods of Salvation; are utterly inexcuſi- 

ble, and act in open Breach of this Injunction in Tet 
| | _ | ow 
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per Ho w far the Endeavours of Men to bend Chriſtianity in- 
ich Wh 2 meer Subſerviency to ſecular Ends, to fit it to human 


are onſtitutions, and to the particular Schemes of Civil P oli- 
in. ; how far, I fay, theſe Practices have contributed to the 
day of Chriſtian Piety, and to the breaking that Unity of 


„Spirit which ought, inviolably, to be preſerv'd among 
wriſtians 3 is obvious to ev*ry body's Obſervation. And a 
ard Task it is, to preach up Chriſtian Unity, when the 
ry Foundations of. Chriſtianity are diſputed. 


Tux Apoſtle therefore, who, by that Divine Spirit which 
was full of, foreſaw the various Obſtructions we ſhou'd 
cet with from the Pride and Perverſeneſs of Men, and from 
e Oppoſition of Science, falſly ſo calPd; enjoins the keeping 
preſerving this Unity of the > not as a Thing which it 
abſolutely in our Power to Effect, but as a Thing which it 
dd always be our Duty to Endeavour. Agreeably therefore, 
the Tenor of this Apoſtolical Exhortation, I proceed now 
the Third and laſt Place. 


iri- 3%, To explain our Obligations to this Duty of Endea- 
ext {ring to keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace. 


ih WM Tins is nothing can better enable us to make a right 
rot Wdzment of the Differences that diſtract the Chriſtian World, 
ud Wd to enter into ſuch Methods of Reconciliation as may be 
ut Wuducive to Holineſs as well as Peace, than to contemplate 
i. riſtianity in its Primitive Simplicity; to conſider thoſe great 
ing s of Religion which all Chriſtians Profeſs to agree in. For 
by 11 Account of Things from hence, we ſhall eaſily judge 
far the Differences that are among Chriſtians are con- 

ing ent with the common Profeſſion of Chriſtianity; and con- 
11a- {ently how far it may be lawful for Chriſtians to yield to 
© another, for the accommodating of ſuch Differences, _ 
or 
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for the preſerving among thoſe that Profeſs themſelves if. 
be Chriſtians, that Unity of the Spirit, which is fo frequent 
inculcated by our Bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, 


Now there is no One Thing which Chriſtians, of wa. 
ever particular Denominarions, are more perfectly agreed WM 
than this; That the Salvation of Mens Souls is One Prince. 
End of Religion. St. Peter does expreſly tell us, That the 
of our Faith is the Salvation 4 our Souls, And this, if we y 
believe St. Paul, is the Gift of Gop. The Gift of God, ft 
he, is Ecernal Life. And if it be the Gift of God, we n 
learn from Goo's Holy Word by what Means we are to obi 
ſo ineſtimable a Bleſſing at his Hands. 


Now, in Order to our Eternal Salvation, Gop does rail. 
of us an inward Faith, and an outward Profeſſion of it; 1 ꝗ 
Obſervance of his Ordinances, and a Reverence of all his C 
mands; and, in Conſequence of this, a ſincere Repentance Wh, 
all our Tranſgreſſions of his Law. 


_ ANv, ſince God has appointed but one Method of Sale: 
tion to be obſerv'd by all Chriſtians, it is evidently necellarq 
that all that aim at eternal Salvation, ſhou'd agree in p. 
ſame Means of attaining it. For all Things ordain'd by Me. 
to this End having the ſame Divine Sanction, we are nue 
Liberty to yield our ſelves obedient in ſome Points, and 

diſpute the reſt. Or, if ſuch a Liberty cou'd be ſuppo f U 
mong Chriſtians, in Matters of this high Nature, I ati 
ſee why all Chriſtians might not lay an equal Claim Ml iu 
And then as one Man is either a Sceptick, or an Infde he, 
a Libertin in One Point, another may, with as much ke e 
ſon, be ſo in a Second, and another in a Third, and 0 « 

till at length the whole Frame of Chriſtianity is broken WM T. 
disjointed; till looſing that which in the compreheaive, | 
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bolick Senſe of the Church is properly Chriſtian Faith, we 
oe alſo that which is the End of our Faith, even the Salva- 
w of our Souls. | | 


We are not therefore, from this Exhortation in the Text, 
ider any Obligation to be united to thoſe who either wil- 
y neglect, or deliberately reject any of thoſe Means which 
od has appointed to be us'd by Men, for the attaining Eter- 
| Life : Becauſe the rejecting ſuch Means is evidently de- 
tive of that great End of Religion which all Chriſtians 
roles to agree in, and that is, the Salvation of their Souls. 


Ann therefore alſo we are not Uncharitable in condemn- 
jg ſuch Perſons of damnable Hereſies, in branding 'em with 
e Name of falſe Teachers; as teaching, not only that which 
contrary to God's Holy Word, and therefore moſt undoubt- 
fly falſe ; but alſo that which is, in the Nature of it, de- 
= of the Salvation of Souls; and therefore, certainly. 
Jamnables | 1 


BuT tho? there can be no compromiſing of Matters, no 
ccommodation of Differences with Men that are fo perverſe, 
id ſo daring as to diſpute the main Grounds and the eſſenti- 
| Principles of our common Chriſtianity, yet, even in this 
iſe, there is a Duty incumbent upon us which we owe to 
Peace of the Church, and to the Souls of our Brethren. 
nd that is, Firſt, To repreſent to em the heinous Nature 
that Guile which by ſuch unreaſonable and ungodly Diſ- 
ations they are involv'd in; the great Scandal they give to 
ſuch as have any ſerious Senſe of Chriſtianity, and the Ruin 
ty are bringing upon themſelves by the fatal Conſequen- 
& of a fix*d and habitual Impiety. - And Secondly, 


To Caution others from following their pernicious Ways, 
m encouraging, or excuſing, or even enduring any Thing 
that 
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that is contrary to the Form of ſound Words, to that Fait 
which was once delider d to the Saints, This is what 
ought to do in ſuch Caſes, for the preſerving (as far as in y 
lies) the Unity of the Spirit; and we ought to do it in ſud 
Manner as may teſtiſy a ſincere Regard for the Authority 
all Divine Trurh, a Ua and affectionate Concern ſor th 
Spiritual Intereſts of Men. 


2/9, Bur the Caſe ſeems to be more difficult, when 
the Matters in Difference are apparently of leſs Moment 
ſuch as are allow*d, on all Sides, to be no eſſential Points 
Chriltiznity ; and in which therefore the Eſtabliſl'd Churd 
is accus'd by fome as having too little Regard to the $c 
ples of Men, and to the Preſervation of that Unity amony 
Chriſtians, which ought to be look'd upon as a Matter 
much greater Conſequence than the ſupporting any Points i 
Religion, nor neceſſary to eternal Salvation. 


Bu T theſe Reproaches will eaſily be avoided, and retortet 
too upon thoſe that wou'd fix 'em upon us. For thus tie 
Caſe ſtands. 


Tur Catholick Church, purſuant to the Commiſſion gr 
en by our Bleſſed Saviour to his Apoſttes, being to be diffus 
thro? all Nations, that ſo under the ſame Seals of Redemptie 
and Sanctification, and by agreeing in the ſame Common Prn 
_ of Chriſtianity, all might be united Spiritually to Him 
who is the Head of all, the Shepherd and Biſbop of all our Sow. 
it was evidently neceſſary, that in particular Places, particu 
lar Churches ſhou'd be conſtituted ; where thoſe that ſhou' 
be Ordain'd for the earfying the Body of Chriſt ; whether Apatit 
or Evangelsfis, or Prophets, or Paſtors and Teachers, might exe! 
cile their Miniſtry ; and where all that name the Named 
CHr1sT, by making a ſolemn, publick, exemplary Prot! 
ſton of that Faith which was once delivered to the Saints, - by 
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ng in a viſible Communion with thoſe of the ſame Faith 
Hope, might approve themſelves to be in Faith, Hope, 
xd Charity, true and lively Members of that Univerſal Church 
ich CaxisT has purchas'd by his Blood, which He has 
xnis'd never to forſake, and in which He has lodg'd the 
ſans of Eternal Salvation. TIRE 


Now the End and the Neceſſity of Conlutating dee ane 
wrches being plainly this; it is moſt certain, in the 
kbliſhing ſuch particular Churches, a ſpecial Regard ought 
be had to this End: And thoſe certainly muſt be allow'd 
have had a ſpecial Regard to it, who in Conſtituting the 
Ebliſh'd Church of this Nation, have Enjoyn'd no linful, 
ums of Communion ; have challeng'd to the Church no 
wer of Ordaining any Thing that is contrary to G o s 
nen Word, or of Requiring any Thing to. be Believ'd as 
«eſſary to Eternal Salvation, which is not declar'd in 
nipture to be ſo. e 


As for thoſe who preſerving the main Foundations of Chri- 
n Unity, the ſame Lord, the ſame Faith, the ſame Bap- 
=, the ſame Hope, do yet ſeparate from us upon other 
wants ; tho? we are moſt heartily willing to pronounce 
& all poſſible Charity, both upon their Perſons and their 
iciples, and to make all reaſonable Allowances ſor their 
wdices, and for their Miſapprehenſion of Things; tho? we 
in the Mercies of G o o, that both the we having 
Jave Hope, may alſo obtain the ſame Eud of our Calling; 
F r 
þ and conſequently our indiſp , to and 
d ee An. that they — ſeriouſly Conſi- 
we fad and ill-boding Conſequences of Diviſion, and how 
it is the Duty of all Chriſtians to live Peaceably with 
& with whom they may live Haix. 
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„r it beobjefted, that the Church EQablif: 1s juſtly ch; 
peable vith the Diſſentions of thoſe who diſſent from her u 
— 2 __— of {ome Things enjoin'd by the Church, 2 

ty de in the Word God.” To this we mu 
. plead that ſome Things not T fe 6 down in Ht 
ly Scripture, were however neceſſa enjoin'd for t 
better ſupporting of thoſe that are; that the Church in ſu 
Injunctions, has ed conformably to that Canon of Script 
which enjoyns, That «ll Things be done decently and in 
And which is certainly as expreſs, and as poſitive, a as 1 
other Canon of Scripture can be pretended to be: That 
executing this Canon, She is not conſcious of having laid Sm 
or Stumbling-blocks in the way of any Diſcreet, and truly 
ous, and Conſcientious Chriſtians; but has carefull avoid 
whatſveyer might ſeem to adminifter any reaſonable 0 
Aions againſt Her Worſhip; and has us'd the moſt prohal 
Means of bringing People into Her Communion, by ob 
ing ſuch a Temper and Moderation in all Her Inſtitutions 
none could have any ground to diſlike, but thoſe who eit 
hold of Superſtitious anities, or elſe alfe ſuch a Neglgen 
in Religion, as ſpeaks em to be almoſt inſenſible of that } 
verence and Humility, of that well-conſider'd Devotion a 
godly Fear, with which it becomes us to offer yp our Servi 
unto N 


Wa ay kerther, That — in a the very Frame, 
Tempor, and Conſtitution: of our Church, made all reaſ 
bie Provlſion for the preſerving Peace and Unity among Cl 
ſtians, we think we have · thus far acquitted ourſelves of 
Duey of Endeævourimg to keey the Unity of the Spirit in the Þ 
of Pease. | 


As to any new Schemes of Uniting us, we hope wel 
have leave to Urge, That till thoſe that divide from us f 


— 


* 
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prove themſelves to be ſincerely deſirous of Unity, and de- 
wus of it upon a Chriſtian Account, by Joyning witlh the 
7 U8Wbliſh'd Church as far as they may Larfulh, as far as they 


, 8p 0::9ſionally,. nay, as far as the Eminent even among 

muß der on Mriters, have allow'd they ought in Ree/on and Con- 
n HN to joyn with us: Till, I ſay, we ſhall reap this Fruit 
or u thoſe Conceſſions that have been already made, we have 
n ſu ae Encouragement to be offering any more. Nay, we 
pure ſhrewd Reaſon to fuſpect, that ſuck new Schemes of Ac» 
ag modation berwixt Tyurh and Error, hetwrixt Lipht and! 
tet, berwixt Righr and Wrome, are but ſo many ſpect» 


ut Ws Snares and Deluſions, contrived by Men of falſe Hearts 
0 weak Heads, and eaſily approv'd by the Unſtable, who 
ly eight in Change, tho? it be for the worſe, Who love to 


rag Things, tho? it be to their own Deſtruction. In other Mat- 
Men may: uſe their Pleafure, and pay, as dear for! it as: 
bali think: fit; bat let not the Church, which-is a: Society of + 
Wiſtians proſeſfing the Belief and Worſhip! of that GO 
th whom: is no Variableneſs,, neither Shadow of turning; let 
t the Church be new-model'd. every Day; but as we. have 
end from CRTsr and his Apoftles how we- ought” ta walk 
* plexſe God, ſo let us abonnd more aud more. 


r ome are difſatisfied' with the Epiſcopal Government of 
r Church; let em, if they can, produce us an Inſtance: 
ay ſettled: Church that was without Epiſeopacy before 
uns Time. | 


i others complain of the Injunctions of our Church, let 


n ſhew us a Church that is without Injunctions; or 
cem make it appear thar the Injunctions of our particu- 
Church are either ſo numerous, or ſo burthenſome, or fo 
Marrantahle, that an honeſt and devout Chriſtian cannot 
centiouſly comply with em. Way 1220 
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Laſtly, Ir any ſeparate from our Communion, as belieyi 
us to be a Deſective Church; if they mean by Defe&i 
a Church defeQive in Things eſſential to Chriſtianity, : 
neceſſary to eternal Salvation: We affirm that in this Sen 
we are not a defective Church; and we defy all the Wai 
to make good ſuch a Charge againſt us. But if, by a1 
fective Church, they mean a Church the Members whe 
of are defective in Holineſs and Purity; in this Senſe we. 
knowledge our ſelves to be a Defective Church. But 
we ſay, That if Men will not communicate with us ur 
this Account, neither can they communicate with any ot 
Society of Chriſtians in this World: For all have ſinn a, 

come ſhort of the Glory of God, being juſtified freely by his Gr, 
thro? the Redemption that is in Jeſus Chriſt, We will not 
that thoſe who divide from us upon this Account are not 

lyer than we are; but ſure they are not holyer than our B 
ed Saviour and his Apoſtles were: And they, we kn 
communicated with the Jewiſh Church, Defective as it w. 
leaving us an Example of that Reverence which is due 
publick Inſtitutions. Nay. ſtill our Bleſſed Saviour does hi 
Communion with defective Churches; or elſe he cou'd 
be united to the univerſal Church here militant upon Ear 
For I know of no Society of Chriſtians that are free from 
DefeQs ; if any does pretend to be fo, that very Prete 
is a certain Argument that they, above all others, are De 
ctive; more dangeroully ſo, than thoſe who, . conſcious 
their Defectiveneſs, become humble Suppliants unto Gov 
Strength, and Grace, and Pardon, and Sanctification. 


AFTER all; If it is not for want of the Proper and 
ceſſary Means of Edification, for want of Exhortation, of! 
proof, of Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that any Members 
our Church are deſective in Holinefs and Purity of Life ; he 
is this Defectiveneſs of theirs an Excuſe to others for not jo 
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zin Communion with us? We do not invite Men to partake 
my thing that is corrupt and ſinful ; we. do not defire 
1 to be Followers of thoſe that do evil, but of thoſe that da 
We invite em to Sound and Wholefome Doctrine, to 
e Ordinances, to an Orthodox and Primitive Faith, to be 
lowers of us, as we are Followers of CHRIST and his 
tles. Let *em but unfeignedly and affectionately joyn in 

conſtant Publick Worſhip of our Church, let em but uſe 
e Means of Edification, which our Church enjoyns, and 
wmmends to em, and I don't queſtion, but they will find 
mſelves daily improv'd in all Chriſtian Vertues, and firm- 
woted in all Chriſtian Faith, and ſafely grounded in all 
Iiſtian Hope; and at laſt attain the reward of their Vertue, 
End of their Faith and Hope, even the Salvation of their 
is, And, if we want not the Means of Eternal Salvation, 
is our Communion forſaken? If we have the Words of 
ml Life, where can Men go to better themſelves? And 
hey can't better themſelves by leaving Us; What account 
| be given of their Separation? Or, how can it be thought 
terwiſe than a very grievous Sin to maintain a Schiſm in 
Body of CHRIST, which they are not able to give any 
able Accout of? 


IxxoWw it is the Mode of the Times we live in, to be 
ning upon this Subject. But it ill becomes thoſe of our 
won to be ſoothing Men in their Errors, it wou'd be. 
noſt vile and ſcandalous Treachery in us to flatter em in 
r Sins. | 


IlVoE ED where Men are led to ſeparate from Us thro? a 
ound and involuntary Ignorance, thro? Prejudices early 
add, and ſtrongly impreſs'd upon their Minds; they 
dt to be look*d upon with ſuch Pity and Tenderneſs, with. 


aavourable and affectionate Allowances, as a Man woud. 


els for the Errors and Misfortunes of his own Son. 25 
. 
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Bu T where Schiſm is the effect of Pride, of Contum 
of Perverſeneſs, of Libertiniſm, of Contempt of Authority, . 
is a Sin of as Black and Diabolical a Complexion, as much g 
be abhorr'd by all good Chriſtians, as much to he condemn! 
by all FaithfuFPaftors, as much to be wateli'd and ſuſpefy 
by all Wiſe and truly Chriſtian. Princes and Governors, 3 
any Sin that ever crept” into the World. 


— — 


Fe 4N No T conclude without obferving to you a Thing 
which ev'iry body knows indeed, but which, I think, is to 
little confider'd on all Sides; and that is this; That as to tht 
ſettling Peace and Unity among Chriftians, this is a Matter 
which after all, does not ſo much depend upon the mere Din 
of Reaſon and Argument, as upon the Prudence, and Ten 

r, and good Conduct of Chriſtians one towards another 
Vnity and Peace, and compoſing of Differences, are Work 
mev'ry body's Mouth; whilſt the Hearts of Men are ern 
Day more and more eſtrang'd from each other by that Gall d 
oem Peer on b 4 — i that — 4 and un 

ided Zeal, which is ine al to a Purpoſes, and cat 
— in nothing but univerſal Wreck auf Confffon. 


Ir inſtead of talking Paſſionately, Men wou'd act Reaſon- 
ably and Cautiouſly, and without Precipitation, and with that 
honeſt Policy, whic hgvod Men ought to uſe for the bringing 

Ends ahout; we might then” hope to ſee, as well 3 
ear of Peace and Unity, and good Underſtanding among 
Chriſtians, _—" | | 


Lx vs thereſbre think it worth our while to learn 
CHRIS T ant his Apoftles to walt in Wiſdom towards them 
are without. While we are contending about Religion, ict 
preferve the Temper of Chriſtianity : While we are crying i 
the Principles, let us not lay afide the Practiſt of our = 

of 
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Holy Religion. Let us avoid all imputations of Secularity, 
e us not indulge ourſelves in anyScandalous and unbecoming 
Liberties, but let Us be as ſevere Cenſors at home, as we are a- 
broadjand demonſtrate by the integrity of our Lives, and by the 
Meckneſs of our Behaviour towards all Men, that tis for 
Truth and not for Victory that we contend, In a Word, Let 
us have no Differences with Men but upon the account of 
their Errors; no Quarrels againſt their Perſons, but their 
. And then even our Differences may take a happy Turn, 

m become Motives to Affection, may terminate in Truth 

hand Amity, and Dye in Peace. | 


Let us conclude with a Colle& of our Church very per- 
nent to the matter T have been ſpeaking to. 


0 4 hty God ! who ha be age gy thy N upon the Foun- 
aue 1 the Apo Apoſtles... © CHRIST 
the head Corner-ſtone ; * us ſo to be 


himſe go 
jeyn 8 ung of LETS by their Doctrine, that 


we 4 emple acceptable unto Thee 
thro? Jesus at * Lord. Amen. 
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